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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mitchell 
(3,721 ,458) in view of Frank (4,421 ,290). 

Mitchell discloses an apparatus having all elements as claimed, including a 
unitary resilient pad (25) which is adapted to be in a downwardly facing orientation for 
ground engagement; a plurality of support posts (26) extending from said resilient pad 
at spaced intervals and engageable (capable of engagement) with an accommodating 
slot of a weldment (the weldment not being part of the claimed combination) and at lest 
one securing member (27) that is connectable between said resilient pad and said 
weldment for holding said resilient pad to said weldment, the support posts extending 
from opposite sides of the pad (See Fig. 2), and are paced along opposite sides along a 
linear locus. Note that by virtue of the "capable: language in claim 10, the 
"accommodating slot" of the weldment has not been positively recited, but rather the 
support posts are capable of engaging such a slot. 

Mitchell lacks a teaching to make one ground engaging surface with a different 
area that the opposite surface. 
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Frank shows a reversible stabilizer pad mounted to a support. The pad has 
opposite sides. Rank teaches different configurations of the ground engaging surface of 
the pad. It also shows the pad sides with tapered grooves 101 , 102. 

It would have been obvious to provide the Mitchell pad with textured sides, as 
taught by Frank and to make the sides having different configurations, in order to select 
the adherence properties desired. Also, even if the same surface configuration is used 
on both sides of the pad the ground engaging surfaces are tapered so as the pad wears 
the ground engaging surface on one side becomes greater that that on the other 
surface. 

3. Claims 10-14, 16-39 are allowed. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anne Marie M. Boehler whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6641. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, Monday-Thursday, 
and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6612. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Anne Marie M Boehler 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3611 
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